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This report aims to give the reader an overview of the domains market, to clarify some important basic concepts

related to the world of buying/selling domains and to orient people among the technical terminology. Specifically, the

ecosystem of the web domains and the main actors (ICANN, IANA, Registries, Registrars, Registrants & Domainers)

are described: there are also information and insights relative to trends of Top Level Domains (TLDs -gTLDs, new

gTLDs, ccTLDs, extra TLDs-), which give the reader an idea of the opportunities that this market offers.
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Source: https://www.icann.org/

1. Overview: Analysis of the domains market

and Numbers) to cover other sectors such as science,

technology, recreation, etc.

Benefits of New gTLDs:

• Simplification of domain names used for new or existing

businesses and individuals (e.g. www.myexample-

businesslondon.com can become business.london).

• Increased visibility through relevant extensions (such as

.builder, .plumbing).

• Instant identification of business location via extensions

such as .london.

What are ccTLDs? Country code Top Level Domains. A

top-level domain referring to a country, sovereign state or

territory to which a "country code" is assigned. All two-letter

Top Level Domains are ccTLDs and, likewise, all ccTLDs

are two-letter domains.

What are iTLDs? Infrastructural Top Level Domains.

Currently, .arpa is the only one in existence.

What are gTLDs? Generic Top Level Domains. Also

known as "legacy TLDs", they were the first TLDs to be

created.

The gTLDs refer to generic areas that include extensions

such as: .com (commercial), .org (organization), .net

(network), .edu (education), .int (international), .gov

(government) and .mil (military).

The gTLDs can be:

• sTLDs, i.e. sponsored TLDs, whose responsibility is

entrusted to an external company.

• uTLDs: unsponsored TLDs. Most gTLDs belong to this

category.

What are new gTLDs? New generic Top Level Domains.

There are more than 1.500 extensions released since 2012

by ICANN (the Internet Corporation for Assigned Names

Definition of gTLDs, New gTLDs, ccTLDs and iTLDs

International Management Entities

IANA: Internet Assigned Numbers Authority, responsible for assigning IP addresses. IANA is an offshoot of ICANN.

ICANN: Internet Corporation for Assigned Names and Numbers. Responsible for assigning IP addresses and identifying

protocols and managing TLDs (both generic and country-code). This function, previously performed by IANA, was

subsequently delegated to ICANN by a US government mandate. ICANN is an entity under the direct control of the U.S.

Department of Commerce. It classifies TLDs.
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Trend of gTLD registrations from 2011 to 2020

+58%
Data shows the growth in the number of registered gTLDs

over the last 10 years.

The trend is positive with a growth of +58% (139M gTLDs

in 2011 vs 219M gTLDs in 2020).

In 2020, ICANN counts a total of 219 million gTLDs.
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Trend of total registrations (gTLDs + New gTLDs + ccTLDs) from 2011 to 2020

+75%
(2020 vs 2011)

Trend of New gTLDs registrations from 2014 to
2021

+600%
Data shows the growth in the number of New gTLDs

registered over the last 8 years.

The trend is positive with a growth of +600% (3,8M New

gTLDs in 2014 vs 26,6 New gTLDs in 2021).

In 2021, ICANN counts a total of 26,6 million New gTLDs.

Trend of ccTLD registrations from 2011 to 2020

+67%
Data shows the growth in the number of ccTLDs

registered over the last 10 years.

The trend is positive with a growth of +67% (94M ccTLDs

in 2011 vs 157M ccTLDs in 2020).

In 2020, ICANN counts a total of 157 million ccTLDs.

TLD

Number of TLDs in Millions

Source: https://opendata.icann.org/
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Market value of the global DNS and secondary domain market

The primary market value of the global DNS ecosystem -

which includes gTLDs, New gTLDs, and ccTLDs- is

approximately $4-6* billion in 2020.

In addition to these, there are 2 billion on the secondary

market for a total value of 8 billion (primary market +

secondary market).

*Using Verisign's estimate of 370 million total domain names

in gTLDs and ccTLDs and assuming a retail price of

between $10 and $20 per domain name, we get an estimate

of total revenue for domain name registrations of between

Caption

"DNS Services market": refers to the market for managed DNS services, whereby cloud-based service providers host

authoritative DNS servers for enterprise customers to ensure DNS queries to their corporate networks are resolved

correctly. Some of the larger providers in the managed DNS services market include Dyn (now part of Oracle), Cloudflare,

Amazon Route 53, Cloud DNS, UltraDNS, Verisign Managed DNS, Neustar UltraDNS, and Akamai. Often the managed

DNS services include additional services like management of email services and the provision of security services to

protect enterprise websites from DDoS attacks and other types of cyberattacks.

8 billion $ $3,7 and $7,5 billion. Calculating the price for domain

names is difficult because many registrars lease domain

names at a steep upfront discount and may use domain

sales as a loss factor to sell other ancillary services such

as web-hosting, managed DNS, email and other services.

In addition, average prices for domain names differ among

TLDs.

Taking the average of this top-down estimate yields a

rough estimate of DNS ecosystem revenues on the order of

$6 billion.

(The calculation involves multiplying $10*370M and

$15*370M -> 3,7B – 5,6B -> approximating gives 4-6B)

Adding a recent estimate (BCG)** for the secondary market

($2B) the value hits $8 billion.

Source Lehr, William and Clark, David D. and Bauer, Steven, Changing Markets for Domain Names: Technical, Economic, and Policy Challenges (April 15, 2021) & 
https://opendata.icann.org/

https://www.cloudname.io/


The median value of TLDs such as .com, .net and .org decreased in 2020 compared to 2019. The .com domains

experienced the largest decrease, going from a median price of $630 in 2019 to $332 in 2020 (-47%). The only gTLD with

an increasing median pricing was .info, which went from a price of $255 to a value of $378. Among ccTLDs, .at, .ch and .io

grew.

TLDs 
Average 

price 2019
Average 

price 2020
Average price  (+/-) 

percentage
Median 

price 2019
Median 

price 2020
Median price (+/-) 

percentage

.com $ 2.693 $ 2.223 -17,5% $ 630 $ 332 -47,3%

.net $ 1.509 $ 1.235 -18,2% $ 477 $ 349 -26,8%

.org $ 1.768 $ 1.184 -33,0% $ 499 $ 350 -29,9%

.info $ 614 $ 551 -10,3% $ 255 $ 378 48,2%

.biz $ 565 $ 734 29,9% $ 300 $ 294 -2,0%

.de $ 1.398 $ 1.707 22,1% $ 554 $ 567 2,3%

.me $ 1.005 $ 1.345 33,8% $ 350 $ 350 0,0%

.at $ 1.270 $ 1.682 32,4% $ 569 $ 844 48,3%

.ch $ 2.303 $ 2.347 1,9% $ 1.237 $ 1.375 11,2%

.fr $ 2.528 $ 2.450 -3,1% $ 1.129 $ 937 -17,0%

.es $ 3.590 $ 1.706 -52,5% $ 672 $ 560 -16,7%

.eu $ 1.760 $ 904 -48,6% $ 436 $ 435 -0,2%

.co.uk $ 2.061 $ 2.756 33,7% $ 738 $ 615 -16,7%

.I $ 1.660 $ 2.570 54,8% $ 600 $ 800 33,3%

.to the $ 5.007 $ 6.283 25,5% $ 2.576 $ 2.500 -3,0%

4

Average and median value of best-selling TLDs, 2019-2020

Source: Global Domain Report 2021 (InterNetX) sedo.com

https://www.cloudname.io/


2. gTLDs analysis
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Number of existing gTLD extensions

These top 3 domains alone represent 80% of the total

number of registered gTLDs.

IANA currently recognizes 22 gTLDs. The table shows the

existing extensions in alphabetical order and describes

their industry. The .win extension is not reported by all

sources as a gTLD. Even ICANN, despite considering it a

generic TLD, does not always include it among the 22

gTLDs.

gTLDs Sector/Region gTLDs Sector/Region

1 .aero air transport industry 12 .mil United States Armed Forces 

2 .asia Asia-Pacific region 13 .mobi handsets

3 .biz business 14 .museum museums

4 .cat catalan 15 .name individual (name)

5 .com commercial 16 .net network

6 .coop cooperatives 17 .org organization

7 .edu educational 18 .pro professions

8 .gov Government 19 .tel internet communication services

9 .info information 20 .travel travel and tourism linked with other sites

10 .int international organizations 21 .win online video games

11 .jobs companies 22 .xxx sites dealing with erotica or pornography

Most registered gTLDs extensions (2021)

152 million
The most registered extensions among gTLDs is .com,

which has more than 151,8 million registered domains

(68,9% of all gTLDs). In second and third place we find

.net and .org with 13,4 and 10,2 million registered

domains.

.co
m

Source: https://www.iana.org/domains

https://it.wikipedia.org/wiki/.aero
https://it.wikipedia.org/wiki/.mil
https://it.wikipedia.org/wiki/.asia
https://it.wikipedia.org/wiki/.mobi
https://it.wikipedia.org/wiki/.biz
https://it.wikipedia.org/wiki/.museum
https://it.wikipedia.org/wiki/.cat
https://it.wikipedia.org/wiki/.name
https://it.wikipedia.org/wiki/.com
https://it.wikipedia.org/wiki/.net
https://it.wikipedia.org/wiki/.coop
https://it.wikipedia.org/wiki/.org
https://it.wikipedia.org/wiki/.edu
https://it.wikipedia.org/wiki/.pro
https://it.wikipedia.org/wiki/.gov
https://it.wikipedia.org/wiki/.tel
https://it.wikipedia.org/wiki/.info
https://it.wikipedia.org/wiki/.travel
https://it.wikipedia.org/wiki/.int
https://it.wikipedia.org/wiki/.win
https://it.wikipedia.org/wiki/.jobs
https://it.wikipedia.org/wiki/.xxx


0,0 M 0,2 M 1,8 M 2,4 M 0,9 M

38,0 M

0,3 M 1,1 M
8,4 M 10,7 M

3,1 M

112,0 M

0

20

40

60

80

100

120

.mobi .biz .org .net .info .com

created in 2020 created before 2020

6

Growth of most registered gTLDs (2020)

The extension that grew the most in 2020 vs 2019 was

.com with a +34%, or +38 million.

How has extension cheapest price* changed over time

(May 2016 - June 2021)? The registration prices of .com

extensions have followed a positive trend, going from a

price of about $1 to a price of about $5 - $6. The highest

peak was observed recently (May 2021).

The price for transferring domains has grown until it has

stabilized from 2020 onwards. Currently the lowest price is

around $7.

Prices for renewals have remained fairly stable. As of

today, the lowest price is about $9.

Among the different extensions, .net is the one that has

undergone the most significant variation in registration

prices. Over the past few years, the price has stabilized

downward ($5).

The price for the transfer remained stable over time:

currently the average value is $8.

Renewal prices remained fairly stable throughout the

reporting period (approximately $10).

The registration prices of .org have fluctuated in a range

of about $5. The highest value was observed in May 2019,

with a price of about $10. It currently stands at about $7.

The price for transfer has increased over time, then

remained stable over the past few years. Currently the

lowest price is about $9.

The price for renewals has remained fairly stable and is

now around $10.

The registration prices of .info have not changed

significantly over the years. Currently the lowest price is

about $2,50. Instead, the price for transfer has increased

since 2019 and is currently around $11.

Prices for renewals, which have remained fairly stable

throughout the reporting period, are also the same ($11).

The registration prices of .biz have fluctuated a lot over

the time frame considered. In particular, the highest price

peak was observed in the first half of 2018, with an average

value of about $8. The average price for transfers has

remained fairly stable, with only a few spikes at the

minimum levels. Notably, the lowest price was in

September 2019 ($1) while it currently stands at around

$12,50.

The price of renewals has remained fairly stable and as of

today is about $12,50.
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Cheapest price (*)

By cheapest price we mean the cheapest price of

registration/transfer/renewal of the domain. The

analysis is carried out on a sample of 51 Registrars.

Domains created in Millions

Source: Global Domain Report 2021 (InterNetX) sedo.com

https://www.cloudname.io/


Economic value of gTLDs extensions

The cheapest registration among the gTLDs extensions is available through .info, which however is among the most

expensive at renewal. The most expensive at registration is .org.

*Sav is a marketplace that offers services for registering, buying and selling domains and auctions; it presents itself to the

market as: Sav strives to provide the lowest all-inclusive pricing by making low-price its strenght.

**Instra Corporation is an domain name registrar accredited by ICANN and 60 registries, operating in 250 countries with a

multilingual team providing customer support.

7
Source: Data collected from the top 25 registrars on the Web

Extension gTLDs Cheaper registration Cheaper renewal
Registration

most expensive

.com $5,27 (GoDaddy) $ 8,38 (Sav) $56,00 (Instra**)

.net $5,99 (Dynadot) $ 9,88 (Sav) $56,00 (Instra)

.org $6,63 (Porkbun) $10,15 (Sav) $35,00 (Webnames.ca)

.info $1,95 (Sav*) $12,00 (Google Domains) $59,99 (Instra)

.biz $2,95 (Sav) $12,49 (Sav) $56,00 (Instra)

.mobi $3,61 (Porkbun) $14,66 (Alibaba Cloud) $59,99 (Instra)

https://www.cloudname.io/
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The table shows the New gTLDs with the most registered

domains as of 24/06/2021. The top ranked extension

(.xyz) has almost 4 million registered domains. The

domains with the extension .online are more than 2

million, while those registered with the extension .site are

almost 1,4 million.

*A final class of players in the DNS ecosystem are the

back-end firms that provide the technical platforms needed

by the registries and registrars to make the DNS work.

Many of the registries outsource the back-end services to

other providers of these technical platforms, and many of

those who provide those services in-house, also provide

those services on behalf of other registries.

Source: Data collected from the top 25 registrars on the Web

3. New gTLDs analysis

New gTLDs: number of domains per extension

New gTLDs Backend* Domains (% Share)

.xyz CentralNic 3.832.909 (14,42%)

.online CentralNic 2.115.330 (7,97%)

.site CentralNic 1.389.380 (5,24%)

.top ZDNS 1.269.289 (4,78%)

.club GoDaddy Registry 1.169.952 (4,41%)

.icu CentralNic 1.084.046 (4,08%)

.shop GMO Registry, Inc. 985.413 (3,71%)

.vip Nominet 927.447 (3,49%)

.app Google Inc. 766.318 (2,89%)

.work Nominet 648.131 (2,44%)
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New gTLDs: number of domains per extension

The New gTLD with most registrations is .xyz, with a

market share of 14%. The .online and .site extensions are

also well positioned, with 8% and 5% market share. See

the next slide for domains in the Other category.

The category Other includes the New gTLDs that

represent, individually, a market share between 2,50% and

0,01%. The table shows domains with a share of up to

0,50%.
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Number of parked New gTLDs Among the 26,6 million New gTLDs registered (July

2021), 55,03% were reported as parked. This figure is

equivalent to approximately 14,6 million New gTLDs.

The chart shows the distribution of providers that allow

domain parking globally. Parking Crew is the most used

provider (data as of June 15, 2021).

It is not possible to estimate a reliable number of domains

that are parked among gTLDs because sources show

inconsistent information on this figure.

Parking Providers %

ParkingCrew 14%

SEDO Parking 14%

DAN 12%

HugeDomains Parked 10%

Namecheap Parking 8%

CDN Image Parked 5%

Ztomy 3%

Altri 32%

New gTLDs: other domains per extension

Source: Data collected from the top 25 registrars on the Web & Global Domain Report 2021 (InterNetX) sedo.com
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Source: Data collected from the top 25 registrars on the Web

4. Categories of use for gTLDs and new gTLDs
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Developed Inactive Parked Redirected

In 2020, InterNetX, in collaboration with Sedo, created the

"Internet DomainsBot" bot with the aim of exploring how the

top 20 "gTLDs and new gTLDs" (by number of registered

domains) are being used on the web. These results are

based on an analysis of the HTML code that every domain

in the world returns when the bot accesses it, allowing it to

analyze the patterns in the code and divide the domains

into different usage categories. In the following slides we

will see the top 10 gTLDs for each usage category; here we

list the categories with their respective definitions: in

addition to those mentioned, there is also an

"unknown“category that the bot returns if it cannot find any

of the parameters defined in the source code. This last

category is not included in the charts below.

DEVELOPED DOMAIN: domain with unique and real

content and not automatically generated by domain parking

services.

UNDEVELOPED DOMAIN: holding page, coming soon

page or with too short contents. It can also be a copied

page.

INACTIVE DOMAIN: Any not resolving domain on the

internet.

REDIRECTED DOMAIN: A domain that automatically

points to another name server when visited.

PARKED DOMAIN: Domain whose name server matches

a list of well-known domain parking companies that share

advertising revenue.

% of domains by category of use
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Developed gTLDs and New gTLDS

27%

23% 22%
20% 19%

15% 14% 14% 14%
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The graph shows that, among the top 20 "gTLDs and new

gTLDs" on the web, the TLD with the highest number of

developed domains (out of the total number of domains

registered for the single TLD) is .com (27%), followed by

.org (23%), .net (22%), .shop (20%).

Inactive gTLDs and New gTLDS

The graph shows that, among the 20 top "gTLDs and new

gTLDs" on the web, the TLD with the highest number of

inactive domains (out of the total number of domains

registered for the individual TLD) is .icu (65%), followed by

.top (61%).

Parked gTLDs and New gTLDS

The graph shows that, among the top 20 "gTLDs and new

gTLDs" on the web, the TLD with the highest number of

parked domains (out of the total number of domains

registered for the individual TLD) is .xyz (4%), followed by

.com (3%), tied with .top, .info, .club and .space.

% domains developed for gTLDs and new gTLDs 

% domains inactive for gTLDs and new gTLDs 

% domains parked for gTLDs and new gTLDs 

Source: Data collected from the top 25 registrars on the Web & Global Domain Report 2021 (InterNetX) sedo.com
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Redirected gTLDs and New gTLDS

The graph shows that among the top 20 "gTLDs and new

gTLDs" on the web, the TLD with the highest number of

redirected domains (out of the total number of domains

registered for the individual TLD) is .site (13%), tied with

.club (13%), followed by .online (12%).

% domains redirected for gTLDs and new gTLDs 
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Source: Data collected from the top 25 registrars on the Web & Global Domain Report 2021 (InterNetX) sedo.com

Undeveloped gTLDs and New gTLDS

The graph shows that, among the top 20 "gTLDs and new

gTLDs" on the web, the TLD with the highest number of

undeveloped domains (out of the total number of domains

registered for the single TLD) is .buzz (51%), followed by

.wang (46%), respectively designed for buzz marketing

strategies and for the promotion of commercial activities.

% domains undeveloped for gTLDs and new gTLDs 

51%
46%

33%
30% 30% 28% 26% 26% 26% 25%
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5. ccTLDs & extra TLDs analysis

ccTLDs and number of registered domains per country: EU (2020)

Extension Country Domain registrations in M
Domain registrations per 100.000 

inhabitants

1 .de Germany 16,72 20.112

2 .uk United Kingdom 9,53 14.259

3 .nl Netherlands 6,12 35.309

4 .eu European Union 3,68 822

5 .fr France 3,68 5.488

6 .it Italy 3,37 5.589

7 .pl Poland 2,47 6.505

8 .ch Switzerland 2,37 27.639

9 .es Spain 1,97 4.185

10 .be Belgium 1,70 14.803

13

In Europe, the country extensions with the most registered domains are .de, .uk and .nl (Germany, United Kingdom and the

Netherlands). Among the total ccTLDs (157M), they account for 10,6%, 6,1% and 3,9% respectively.

Source: Data collected from the top 25 registrars on the Web & https://unstoppabledomains.com



ccTLDs and number of registered domains by country: America (2020)

In the Americas, the country extensions with the most

registered domains are .br, .ca and .co (Brazil, Canada

and Colombia).

Among the total ccTLDs (157M), they represent 2,9%,

1,9% and 3,9% respectively.

Extension Country Domain registrations in M
Domain registrations per 100.000 

inhabitants

1 .br Brazil 4,51 2.137

2 .ca Canada 3,02 8.034

3 .co Colombia > 2,20 4.365

4 .us United States 1,79 545

5 .mx Mexico 1,24 972

6 .cl Chile 0,68 3.588

7 .ar Argentina 0,65 1.446

8 .pe Peru 0,13 400

9 .uy Uruguay 0,09 2,600

10 .ai Anguilla 0,08 533.333

ccTLDs and number of registered domains per country: Africa (2020)

Extension Country Domain registrations in M
Domain registrations per 100.000 

inhabitants

1 .ga State of Gabon 4,28 182.306

2 .cf
Central African 

Republic
4,01 84.507

3 .ml Mali 3,63 18.466

4 .gq Equatorial Guinea 3,18 234.516

5 .za South Africa 1,26 2.152

6 .ir Iran 1,25 1.508

7 .the Israel 0,26 2.872

8 .ng Nigeria 0,13 65

9 .but Morocco 0,08 219

10 .ke Kenya 0,08 152

In Africa, the national extensions with the most registered

domains are .ga, .cf and .ml (State of Gabon, Central

African Republic and Mali).

Among the total ccTLDs (157M), they represent 2,7%,

2,6% and 2,3% respectively.

14
Source: Data collected from the top 25 registrars on the Web & https://unstoppabledomains.com

https://www.cloudname.io/


ccTLDs and number of registered domains per country: Asia and Australia (2020)

In Asia and Australia, the country extensions with the most registered domains are .tk, .cn and .ru (Tokealu, China and

Russia). Tokealu is by far the country with the most registrations, which are nearly 2 billion per 100.000 population. Among

the total ccTLDs (157M), they account for 15,7%, 15,7% and 3,6% respectively.

Blockchain TLDs (Non-IANA domains): extensions

Name Blockchain Technology

.eth Ethereum

.zil Zilliqa 

.crypto Ethereum

.bit Namecoin

The blockchain DNS is a decentralized DNS server that

enables the registration, management and resolution of

domain names on blockchain technology.

The table lists the 4 extensions that use Blockchain

Technology. To date they are not very accessible as they

are not part of the IANA classification.

Currently, there are 3 technologies used: Ethereum,

Zilliqa and Namecoin.
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Source: Data collected from the top 25 registrars on the Web & https://unstoppabledomains.com

Extension Country Domain registrations in M
Domain registrations per 100.000 

inhabitants

1 .tk Tokelau 24,70 1.829.629.630

2 .cn China 24,70 1.767

3 .ru Russia 5,70 3.948

4 .au Australia 3,23 12.734

5 .in India 2,02 148

6 .中国 China 1,90 136

7 .jp Japan 1,62 1.283

8 .tw Taiwan 1,42 6.026

9 .kr South Korea 1,08 4.208

10 .nz New Zealand 0,72 14.643

https://www.cloudname.io/


Benefits of Blockchain Domains:

• They can be used as a cryptocurrency payment

gateway.

• They do not require ICANN approval.

• Websites using .crypto cannot be removed by

government authorities or traditional domain providers.

• The website owner stores the domain on the blockchain

and is the only one who has access to it (no third party

can move or seize the data and the site).

• No renewal: once paid, the domain will remain forever

with the owner.

• Agile transfers: blockchain domains do not require an

escrow agent to exchange the domain or funds

securely. This transfer can take place in less than 1

minute, to or from anywhere in the world.

Disadvantages of Blockchain Domains:

• Browsers cannot resolve blockchain domains without

third-party extensions (e.g. MetaMask).

• Blockchain domains are not indexed by either Google

or the other major search engines (as a result, you get

less organic traffic).

• Unique access blockchain domains cannot be

recovered in any way (e.g. if a hacker gets hold of a

blockchain domain at a domain auction, it cannot be

repossessed).

Blockchain TLDs: advantages and disadvantages

DNS Blockchain Software 

Currently, the main DNS Blockchain software that allows

you to buy crypto domains are as follows:

• Cloudname

• Unstoppable Domains

• Namecoin

• Blockstack

• Ethereum Name Service

• Handshake

• Nebulis

• Dot BIT

• Emercoin

• PeerName Blockchain DNS

• FrigGate

• Aloaha Blockchain DNS

An emoji domain is defined as a domain with one or

more emoji in the name: for example, "😉.TLDs."

For an emoji domain to work, it must be converted into

"Punycode": a character encoding method used for

internationalized domain names (IDN). This representation

is used when registering domains containing special

characters (it also happens, for example, with Chinese

idiograms). The ASCII representation begins with the

prefix "xn--" and is followed by the domain name

containing emoji encoded as Punycode, e.g. "xn--i-7iq" is

"i❤" when converted back to Unicode.

Each emoji has a unique Punycode representation. For

example, "😉" in an IDN is represented as "xn--n28h".

There are several generators on the Internet that allow you

to convert emoji to Punycode and vice versa.

The first three emoji domains were created on April 19,

2001: ♨️.com (xn--j6h.com), ♨️.net (xn--j6h.net) and

☮️.com (xn--v4h.com).

Registering an emoji domain, however, can be more

difficult than normal domain names that only use ASCII

characters, as sometimes registrars' online registration

forms don't allow emoji (instead, you must enter the

Punycode representation).

As of April 2021, there were 10 top-level domains for

which registration with emoji was possible: .ws, .ga, .gq,

.ml, .tk, .st, .fm, .to, .kz and .cf.

In particular, on . ws alone there are more than 25.000

registered emoji domains.

Emoji domains have also been exploited over the years for

marketing purposes. Well-known is the case of Coca Cola,

which, in February 2015, used a domain containing a

smiling emoji in an advertising campaign aimed at mobile

device users in Puerto Rico.

Emoji Domains

It seems that the purchase of blockchain domains is

generating a lot of interest in the market. On the provider

"Unstoppable Domains" alone, there are more than 1

million current registrations.

16
Source: Data collected from the top 25 registrars on the Web & https://unstoppabledomains.com

https://www.cloudname.io/


$1,8 B

$1,6 B

$1,8 B

$2,1 B

$0,00

$0,50

$1,00

$1,50

$2,00

$2,50

2017 2018 2019 2020

6. Secondary market

Secondary market growth .com (2017-2020)
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+5.27%

CAGR

With respect to the .com extension, the secondary market for domains grew by +16% ($1,8B in 2017 vs $2,1B in 2020). In

2020, the aftermarket revenue volume of .com domains amounted to approximately $2,07B. The CAGR (2017-2020) is

+5,27%.

Revenues in Billions of dollars 

Source: Whois records, ICANN Transaction Registry Reports & pricing research



$1,2B is the total revenue in the registries market. $2,3B

is the total revenue in the retail market, i.e., registars

(registar e.g., GoDaddy); $2,1B is the total revenue in the

secondary market, i.e., domainers (domainers e.g.,

individuals, businesses, investors).

Primary and secondary market volume comparison .com
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In fact, if in the primary market a .com domain is sold on

average for $11-$17 to the end user, in the secondary

market the figure rises to at least $1.600 (+11.320 %).

It is estimated that of the total number of .com domains,

18% (2020) are held by domainers.

Primary and secondary revenue comparison .com: Billions of dollars

Source:Whois records, ICANN Transaction Registry Reports & pricing research

https://www.cloudname.io/


Most .com domains were sold by Marketplaces (many

owned by Registrars), which generated more than $1

billion in aftermarket sales (2020).
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Average price of .com domains in the secondary
market (2019)

$1.660-2.500
In 2019 NamesCon reported an average secondary market

price of $2.268 for .com domains sold. Interviews on a

sample of 15 domainers estimated an average resale price

of about $2.500. A survey of 60 domainers estimated the

price at about $1.700 (between 2017 and 2020).

Indicatively, the resale price for .com domains can be

said to be between $1.660 and $2.500.

US is the country with the highest number of transaction

for .com: in 2020, transaction were 327K, registering a

+64% from 2017.

In 2017 there was China in first place with a .com sales

equal to 487K, but the figure dropped to 234K in 2020 (-

52%). The total sales considered in the study reaches

1,2M.

Retail sales of .com aftermarket domains by
distribution channel (2020)

Revenues (in Billions of $)
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Best-selling extensions in the secondary market (2018)

Extension gTLDs % sales Average sale price

.com 92,4% $ 2.268

.org 2,6% $ 2.211

.net 1,5% $ 1.589

.co 1,4% $ 6.779

.io 0,4% $ 3.143

.ca 0,2% $ 2.698

.us 0,2% $ 753

.co.uk 0,1% $ 1.244

.me 0,1% $ 2.392

.tv 0,1% $ 2.805

It is clear to see that .com extension, with 92,4% of total

aftermarket sales, is the best-selling: the average selling

price is $2.268. The other extensions have significantly

lower re-sales volumes.

Among the top 6 best-selling ccTLDs there is .co extension,

with an average price of $6.779. Among the New gTLDs,

however, the highest-priced extension is .shop, with an

average price of $12.411 (Source: GoDaddy Auctions
secondary market 2018).

Source:Whois records, ICANN Transaction Registry Reports, Pricing research & GoDaddy

https://www.cloudname.io/


Median price of domain names on Escrow, by domain type 

Economic transaction value of domain names on Escrow, by quarter 

Data shows the total economic value of domain name

transactions on Escrow. Escrow is the dominant payment

method for buying and selling domain names, with

transactions including uber.com, snapchat.com, spacex.com,

twitter.com, instagram.com, freelancer.com, gmail.com,

slack.com, wechat.com, chrome.com and wordpress.com.

The chart shows that, in 2019, the total value of

transactions on Escrow exceeded $320 million.
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The median price of domains with content is higher

than one of domains without content. The median price

of the latter is stable over the quarters and never exceeds

$3.000.

In the case of domains with content, the figures rise to that

$10.000 (Q1 2019).

Source: Escrow.com domain investment index (2020)

https://www.cloudname.io/


As shown by the previous data, the secondary market of

domains is flourishing and offers domainers several

opportunities to earn money. A deeper analysis of the

market has highlighted the need for users to trade domains

and create passive sources of income, or at least different

from those generated by the simple purchase/sale of

domains: Cloudname was born to fully satisfy this need.

For example, Cloudname offers users the ability to

generate passive income on their domain name portfolio

by renting, stacking or investing in domain name pools.

But it has other different benefits such as:

• Domains tokenization via NFTs.

• Blockchain and traditional domains registrations.

• AI predictive technology to help the trader to increase

the return of investment.

Cloudname represents a revolution in this market not only

for its features but because it is the first platform that

allows domains to be tokenized and traded. The

tokenization itself allows the pricing of a domain to become

volatile: it is the market of sellers and buyers that, through

bidding and offering, influences the token price and

determines the market cap of each domain. In this way, a

market that few years ago was relatively stable, now it is

volatile such as the crypto's one.

Join the Cloudname Community now!

Conclusion and further opportunities
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gTLDs: a Generic Top Level domain is a three-or-more-character string. Also known as "legacy TLDs", they were the first

TLDs to be created.

New gTLDs: New generic Top Level Domains. There are more than 1.500 extensions released since 2012 by ICANN (the

Internet Corporation for Assigned Names and Numbers) to cover other sectors such as science, technology, recreation,

etc.

ccTLDs: a country-code Top Level domain (ccTLD) is a two-character top-level domain used and reserved for a country

or independent territory.

iTLDs: Infrastructural Top Level Domains. Currently, .arpa is the only one in existence.

Blockchain TLDs: Top Level domain based on blockchain technology. To date they are not very accessible as they are

not part of the IANA classification: however, blockchain TLDs offer advantages that other types of TLDs cannot.

Emoji domain: an emoji domain is defined as a domain with one or more emoji in the name: for an emoji domain to work,

it must be converted into "Punycode“, a character encoding method used for internationalized domain names. Registering

an emoji domain can be more difficult than normal domain names that only use ASCII characters.

DNS: DNS servers translate name requests into IP addresses, controlling which server an end user will connect to when

they type a domain name into their Web browser. The Internet's DNS system works similarly to a phonebook because it

handles the mapping between names and numbers.

ICANN: Internet Corporation for Assigned Names and Numbers. Responsible for assigning IP addresses and identifying

protocols and managing TLDs (both generic and country-code). It classifies TLDs.

IANA: Internet Assigned Numbers Authority, responsible for assigning IP addresses. IANA is an offshoot of ICANN.

Registries: a company that compiles domain-related information into a centralized database and transmits the information

to internet zone files so that domain names can be found by users around the world via the net and via email.

Registrars: companies that sell new domain names to registrants (end-users or domainers).

Registrants: the individual, company or institution that registers a domain name. The registrant holds the right to use that

domain name for a specified period of time.

Secondary Market/aftermarket: in opposition to the “primary market” which involves the registration of heretofore

unregistered domain names, the term “secondary market” refers to the market of mutually agreed transfers of previously

registered domain names and “second-hand” domain names, as well as the ecosystem comprised of all the parties

involved in these transactions (domainers).

Developed domain: domain with unique and real content and not automatically generated by domain parking services.

Undeveloped domain: holding page, coming soon page or with too short contents. It can also be a copied page.

Inactive domain: any not resolving domain on the internet.

Redirected domain: a domain that automatically points to another name server when visited.

Parked domain: domain whose name server matches a list of well-known domain parking companies that share

advertising revenue.

Glossary
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